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We are here today to talk about two new residential zones proposed for the Norquay 
Village Neighbourhood Centre.  I recognize that we are not here to revisit the Norquay 
Plan (about which I have mixed feelings) or the assumptions on which that plan is based 
(even though I disagree strongly with many of them).  Those decisions have been made 
and are now Council policy.  The question today is, “Do the proposed zoning schedules 
conform to the Norquay Plan?” 
 
On the whole, I believe that they do.  However, I have a real concern with the  
RM-7/RM-7N zoning schedule for stacked townhouses and rowhouses. 
 
In the Norquay Plan adopted by Council in November 2010, there were separate zones 
proposed for stacked townhouses and for traditional rowhouses, based on the shape of 
the lot.  Longer, narrower lots (usually 33 x 122 ft.) were to be zoned for stacked 
townhouses.  An area with shorter and wider lots (44 x 90-110 ft.) was to be zoned for 
traditional rowhouses with a minimal width of 16 ft.  Assembly of at least two 44-ft. lots 
was to be required to build rowhouses. 
 
In the zoning schedules before us tonight, these two zones have been conflated into a 
single zone.  I welcome the added opportunity to build traditional rowhouses, which I 
consider to be the most preferable type of urban housing.  The community supported a 
wider distribution of this housing form. But the zoning schedules now being proposed for 
rowhouses reduces the minimum width of a rowhouse i from 16 ft. to 13.3 ft.  This 
will result in units that are long, narrow, and dark.  The necessary 3 ft. wide interior 
staircase will decrease livability even more. 
 
I ask that the required minimum width of rowhouses be changed from 13.3 ft. to 15 
ft.  I am prepared to accept a reduction of one foot of width in recognition of the fact that 
it is more difficult to build affordable, livable rowhouses on long, narrow lots.  A minimum 
width of 15 ft. would mean that six rowhouse units could be built on three 33 ft. lots.  An 
assembly of two 33 ft. lots would continue to be sufficient to build stacked townhouses. 
 
I ask that Council and the Planning Department adopt this change to make the zoning 
schedules conform more closely to the Norquay Plan. 
 
 


