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Kingsway Design Guidelines
Design guidelines will be used to ensure high-quality architecture and buildings that contribute to 
an active and attractive pedestrian street. Wider sidewalks, more public spaces, friendlier building 
frontages, small-scale retail spaces, and careful attention to urban design and context are a few of the 
objectives of proposed design guidelines for the Norquay Village Neighbourhood Centre Plan. 

New development will include larger building 
setbacks to accommodate wider sidewalks. This 
setback area (the ‘storefront zone’) will create  
space for shop displays, outdoor seating, signage, 
and other pedestrian-centric activities. 

Sidewalks throughout Kingsway will also include  
many improvements such as new street lighting, 
street furniture (benches, litter bins) and  
street trees. 

Narrow shopfronts with frequent 
entrances create a pedestrian-
friendly experience and  
encourage small-scale, locally-
oriented businesses.

Large facades are discouraged. 
The main floor area of larger 
shops can be located in the rear, 
with smaller shops in front, facing 
the sidewalk.

An active storefront zone, sheltered with canopies or awnings, 
makes for a pedestrian-friendly shopping and outdoor socializing 
environment in sunshine or rain. Buildings should be aligned with with 
the sidewalk and built to create a seamless retail streetfront. 

Pedestrian-Friendly Sidewalks

Human-Scale Design at Street Level

Building Design and Construction Public Plazas and Outdoor Spaces

High-quality building materials and architectural quality are key to the 
durability and visual appeal of development. Exterior finishes should be 
composed of durable materials such as brick and concrete and urban design 
review can be used to ensure high quality design. 

Development at the ground level should provide visual interest for 
pedestrians, including high percentages of transparency (windows). 
Upper storeys should be visually differentiated through setback, 
articulation, and ‘lighter’ building materials and colours. 

On larger sites, plazas and outdoor public gathering spaces can be created, 
as well as other opportunities to create outdoor spaces such as pocket 
parks and mid-block pedestrian access to Kingsway from surrounding 
streets. 

For more information on public plazas, see Panel12. 

For more information on sidewalk design, see Panel 19.

See Comment Sheet  - Question 3 


